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Annotation Guide…

What are annotations?

Annotations is adding notes to a text as you read – not 

just highlighting. 

You are actively reading and interacting with the ideas 

in the text.

Note- Annotating the text becomes your best notebook.



Annotation Symbols…

Note- important parts of 

the text are generally the 

introduction of a 

character, conflict, or 

foreshadowing of an 

event.

Note- unfamiliar words 

can also be for usage.



What annotations look 

like…



Annotation Guide cont…

• Identify components of the text that you understand 

& make notes on your interpretation

• Look for: symbolism, images, themes, literary 

devices, plot, setting, or other key points

• Summarize in the margins

• Identify any confusing elements

• Look up any unfamiliar words & note a synonym

• Make connections to art, music, or other literature

• Note dates, important people & important places

• Draw arrows to show related ideas
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