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Welcome to TIMES
TIMES²² STEM Academy
The decisions and choices you make as a student at TIMES² STEM
Academy will have a profound and long-lasting effect on your future. You
are encouraged to make your own decisions and to be responsible for the
consequences of them.
Students should utilize career information in Student
Academic Services to aid in developing a four-year
plan. Information on careers, scholarships, technical
schools, college entrance requirements, and other related data is available from Student Academic Services.
Parent involvement is critical to the success of a student’s middle school plan. It is the responsibility of
each student to read carefully all of the requirements
for graduation and be willing to live with the choices
they make for the year. Parents should be aware of the requirements for
their student’s pathway. Also, parents should support the student and
school by providing a proper study atmosphere at home by maintaining
good communication with school officials and teachers.
We challenge you to set high standards for yourself, select courses and
organizations which will advance you toward those goals, attend classes
daily, and work hard to achieve your goals.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY / SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION
The mission of TIMES² STEM Academy is to develop intellectually curious and capable young people who are selfless contributors to both local
and global communities, and who aspire to be ethical and compassionate
leaders. Through a rigorous and innovative academic program in math,
science, and technology, in combination with the liberal arts, TIMES²
STEM Academy affords its diverse student population those experiences,
skills, and values that will prepare them for purposeful contributions in
higher education and STEM- related fields.
The Providence School Department’s mission statement is to enable every student to discover and develop his or her unique talents and to ensure
that each student achieves high standards through the provision of a rigorous and challenging common core curriculum, strong parental and public support and engagement in the educational process, and robust recruitment and retention of the highest quality workforce, by providing
leadership, professional development, support, and inspiration to all employees.

www.times2.org
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SCHOOLWIDE LEARNING GOALS
All students of TIMES² STEM Academy are held to standards to encourage curiosity, self-direction, creativity and critical thinking. These standards, listed below, are based on the academic, social and civic goals
of TIMES² STEM Academy.

ACADEMIC GOALS


Communication – Express ideas clearly through verbal and written
communication.



Literacy – Read, decode, comprehend, synthesize and analyze, critique and reflect upon numeric and written information gathered from
a variety of sources.



Technology – Be capable of and comfortable with manipulating
instruments of technology, math, and science.



Interdisciplinary Learning – Connect ideas between and among
all disciplines and subjects inside and outside of the classroom.



Critical Thinking– See and understand the relationships of different
types of knowledge and how to use them to solve current and future
learning dilemmas.

SOCIAL & CIVIC VIRTUES


Respect yourself, others, school property and the contributions
of diverse populations (language, culture, ethnicity, etc.)



Take responsibility for your actions, words, and work, in and outside
of the school.



Cooperate and collaborate with others.



Find non-violent solutions to school, community, and other social
problems.



Express yourself in a constructive manner and be receptive to feedback.

CIVIC GOALS

www.times2.org



Develop as a well-rounded, contributing member of society clearly
acknowledging one’s role and the experience and knowledge that
others bring to the community.



Understand the democratic process of our country and be able
to use it to advocate for change when needed.



Establish goals that are community-based as well as personal and
follow through with them.
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ACADEMIC DEAN’S MESSAGE
To Parents and Students:

Middle/High School at Times² STEM Academy is committed
to improving mathematics, engineering and science studies.
Times² prepares America’s next scientists, engineers, and
leaders by providing a rigorous academic program aligned
with the state’s requirements.

Celeste Terry-Lo
M/H Academic Dean

www.times2.org
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TIMES² STEM Academy
Promotion Requirements
Grade 7

TIMES² STEM Academy
Promotion Requirements
Grade 8

English/Language Arts

1 credit

1 credit

Mathematics

1 credit

1 credit

Science

1 credit

1 credit

Social Studies

1 credit

1 credit

Fine Arts

1 credit

1 credit

0

1 credit

Physical Education

1 credit

1 credit

Electives

2 credits

2 credits

Total Requirements

8 credits

Courses

Technology

Exhibition Projects

1. 10 Hours of Community
Service

17 credits
(7th and 8th grade credits combined)

1. 10 Hours of Community
Service
2. Middle School Portfolio

NECAP Proficiency

www.times2.org

Score 2 or better
(partially proficient)
on Reading and Math

Score 2 or better
(partially proficient)
on Reading and Math
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ACADEMIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
FOR GRADES 7 — 8
Promotion Requirements for Students in Grades 9-11
Policies and Procedures



Students need to receive a passing grade of 70% or higher in each
core course to be awarded credit towards promotion.



If a student fails repeatedly, he/she will be placed in Academic Assistance until the next marking period. Academic Assistance means that
he/she will not be able to participate in extracurricular activities held
at TIMES2 STEM Academy.



Students who fail one or two of their core courses will be required to
participate in and successfully complete Summer School course work
provided an average of 55% or better was attained at the close of the
school year.



Students who fail three or more core courses in an academic year are
retained at their current grade for the next academic year.

Page

6 — Promotion Requirements
7 — Testing Requirements
8 — Promotion Appeals
8 — Summer School
9 — Retention
9 — Attendance and Tardies
9 — Retaking a Class
9 — Adding/Dropping a Course
10 — Grading System

Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements (PBGR) for 8th Grade
Students

12 — Progress Report
Report Cards

TIMES2 STEM Academy (T2) students will reflect their readiness for middle school by demonstrating proficiency through three academic
measures:

12 — Parent Concerns

1. Satisfactory completion of 16 Carnegie Units
- Students will pass (with a 70% or higher) 16 Carnegie Units
(Please refer to Page 4 for the complete list of credit
requirements.)
2.

A score of 2 or above on 8th grade Math and Reading NECAP
- Each student will demonstrate partial proficiency (a score of 2)
or better on the 8th grade NECAP assessment in Reading and
Math

3. Middle School Portfolio
- Students will upload at least 5 entries representing proficiency in
each content area—grades 7-8. Each of the following content
areas must be represented in the chosen entries: Math, ELA,
Science, Social Studies, the Arts, and/or Technology. (The
teachers will oversee this process.)
- Students will select proficient evidence based on teacher/
advisor approval. Each piece of evidence must be assessed
PROFICIENT using the school-wide rubrics.
- Students will present middle school portfolios annually to a
panel of teachers, parents, and Board members to demonstrate

www.times2.org
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Policy on State Testing Requirements
Commencing with the graduating Class of 2014, students shall be required to reach a minimum achievement level on the state assessments in English Language Arts reading and mathematics as designated by the Board of Regents. If the student does not meet the minimum level necessary on state assessments, the student will
have a written progress plan developed and the student will
be required to retake the relevant state assessment. If after
retaking the state assessment the student does not meet the
required level of achievement or make progress toward proficiency, the student may demonstrate graduation readiness
through successful completion of a Regents-approved alternative assessment. If a student is unable to demonstrate graduation readiness through the state assessment or testing alternative, the student may apply for a waiver of the state assessment portion of the graduation requirements.
Waivers may be granted in rare cases in which the state assessment is not a valid means of determining the proficiency
of individual students. Waiver eligibility will be considered only for
those students for whom (1) there is a preponderance of evidence of
academic content mastery consistent with Board of Regents regulations and (2) the student has completed the sequence of testing requirements set forth in this section. Students who do not initially reach
the minimum level of achievement on state assessments shall be provided with a written Progress Plan which will include the types and
durations of academic and educational supports and academic performance targets necessary for graduation.
The Progress Plan will be communicated to the student/family and
coordinated with the student’s Personal Education Plan. In addition,
students may earn additional elective credits toward graduation for
demonstrating proficiency on each of the sections in the English Language Arts, mathematics, and science state tests. Results of student
performance on state tests will appear on each student’s permanent
transcript.

www.times2.org
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POLICY ON PROMOTION APPEALS WHEN
NECAP SCORES OR PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT MET
After the Assessment Committee reviews and assesses each middle
school student’s portfolio and NECAP testing, any student who is judged
non-proficient in meeting the PBPR system can appeal to the Academic
Dean of the Middle-High School. The Academic Dean of the Middle-High
School and the Board of Directors will in turn review the individual student’s state assessment participation, coursework, middle school portfolio, and any additional work/evidence to determine whether or not the student meets proficiency standards and will be promoted that year or spend
an additional year meeting all standards. Any appeal must be documented on the appropriate form and submitted at least 10 days before the end
of school. Appeal forms can be obtained from Student Academic Services upon request.
*An appeal can only be filed for NECAP Scores and/or portfolio requirements.

Policy on Summer School
Any student who fails one or two core courses in a single academic
year and has a cumulative average between 55% - 69% in the failed
course(s) is eligible to attend summer school at his/her expense. Summer School courses must be completed prior to the start of school in
August and passed with a C- (70%) or better for course credit to be
awarded. All documentation showing a passing average in Summer
School, such as a report card or grade sheet, must be submitted to Student Academic Services by the end of the first week of school. Recovered credit will be entered on the student’s transcript as Credit Recovery/Summer School and will replace the previously earned grade of an
F. Students with the opportunity to attend Summer School will receive signed paperwork from Student Academic Services during
the last week of school.
*Approved Summer School
Programs: Brown Summer
High School, Cranston
Summer School, East
Providence Summer
School, Fairlawn Summer
School, and Woonsocket.
Summer School.

www.times2.org
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POLICY ON RETENTION
Any student who fails three or more core courses in a single academic
year will be retained at his/her current grade level. Summer School will
not be accepted for any student who is retained. He/she must repeat
the courses that were failed in the next academic year.
*Students who fail a course with a cumulative average below 55 must
repeat the course in the next academic year. He/she is not eligible to
attend Summer School for that course and any Summer School or remedial credit will not be accepted. If one of those courses is English,
Math, or Science, he/she will be a year behind in credits.

POLICY ON ATTENDANCE AND TARDIES
Students who are absent for one or two days must have a note
from a parent/guardian on the day of return. Students who are
absent for three or more consecutive days must have a doctor’s note on
the day of return to school. If a student accumulates 21 unexcused absences in a full academic year, the student may not recive credit for
coursework, which can result in not being promoted to the subsequent
grade.
*The Academic Dean of the Middle-High School is the only person who can approve excused
absences. Students will have
five class days to complete work
or tests missed because of an
excused absence. It is the responsibility of the student, NOT
the teacher, to take the initiative
to arrange for make-up assignments, tests, presentations, quizzes, etc. After five class days, it is up to
the teacher’s discretion whether or not make-up assignments will count
for credit.

POLICY ON RETAKING A CLASS
Students will not receive credit for a class that they have previously taken
and passed.

POLICY ON ADDING/DROPPING A COURSE
Courses may not be dropped or added without prior approval of the instructor and/or the proper administration. Any students needing to add or
drop a course must complete a change of schedule form in Student Academic Services.

www.times2.org
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POLICY ON GRADING SYSTEM
Grading Policy
TIMES2 STEM Academy’s grading
policy is as follows:
Quarter 1

25%

Quarter 2

25%

Quarter 3

25%

Quarter 4

25%

Final Grade

100%

Students should strive to meet
standards at the highest levels in
order to maximize their choices
when it comes to applying for
entrance to other middle schools
and/or programs.

www.times2.org

Report cards are issued every quarter. Each quarterly mark is indicative
of the quantity and quality of the work done from the beginning to the end
of that quarter only. For a full-year course, the final mark will be the
weighted average of the four quarterly marks. For trisemester courses,
the final mark will be the weighted average of two quarterly marks.
At TIMES2 STEM Academy, a passing grade is a C- (70%) or above for
all courses. At the completion of every quarter, students, who earn an Aor above in all courses, will receive First Honors. Students, who earn a B
- or above in all courses, will receive Second Honors.
Students are responsible for making up class work, homework, project
work, and/or exams, tests, and quizzes assigned by teachers upon return
from their absences. Students will have five class days to complete work
or tests missed because of an excused absence. It is the responsibility
of the student, NOT the teacher, to take the initiative to arrange for makeup assignments, tests, presentations, quizzes, etc. After five class days,
it is up to the teacher’s discretion whether or not make-up assignments
will count for credit.
Students receiving Incompletes will have two weeks from the date report
cards are issued to complete make-up work. Unless previously arranged,
after two weeks, the course grade will be calculated and entered.
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LETTER GRADE

NUMERICAL GRADE

GPA

A+

97-100

4.33

A

93-96

4.00

A-

90-92

3.67

B+

87-89

3.33

B

83-86

3.00

B-

80-82

2.67

C+

77-79

2.33

C

73-76

2.00

C-

70-72

1.67

F

69 or below

0.00

S

Passed

0.00

U

Failed

0.00

I

Grade is calculated and entered after missing work is
complete

0.00

Other grade point values:

www.times2.org
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POLICY ON PROGRESS REPORTS
AND REPORT CARDS
Progress reports are sent out four times a year, halfway through each
quarter and do not reflect official grades. The main function of progress
reports is to inform students and their parents/guardians of progress in
class, in order to encourage students to make use of their educational
opportunities.
Report cards are issued after the end of each quarter. Report cards reflect the official grades a student has earned. If there is a discrepancy in
a grade, it is the student’s responsibility to speak with the teacher of the
course. Only the teacher of the course can change or alter a grade after
it has been submitted to the Providence Public School District.

POLICY ON PARENT CONCERNS
When you have questions or would like to discuss
matters related to your son’s/daughter/s education, the
most appropriate person to contact is likely to be the
teacher. If you need additional supports, you may
seek resolution by following the steps below.
1. Teacher
The first person to resolve any concerns you might
have is the teacher. Parents can request a parentteacher meeting whenever issues have been identified.
2. School Administration
As the instructional leader, the Academic Dean is
responsible for setting the tone of the discipline and
instruction. If your concerns were not addressed by
the teacher to your satisfaction, request a meeting
with the Academic Dean.
3. Executive Director
When a concern cannot be resolved at the school level, the
next step is to visit the Executive Director.
Please remember you can check your child’s progress multiple times a
year. Report cards, as well as, progress reports are sent home four times
a year, and Oncourse, the online grading system, is available 24 hours a
day.

www.times2.org
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
Reading Program

Programs / Activities
Page

13 — Reading
13 — ELL
14 — Advisories
14 — Mentorships
14 — Community Service
14 — Virtual Learning
14 — Tutoring
15 — Robotics
15 — Math League
15 — Science Fair
15 — ACE
15 — College Crusades
15 — Basketball
15 — Yearbook
16 — Student Academic
Services

In order to comply with the R.I. Regents’ Regulations for High Schools,
TIMES2 STEM Academy has a scaffolded adolescent literacy program in
place for all students. Our school-wide efforts involve providing all teachers with ongoing professional development in the area of content-specific
literacy so that teachers may regularly apply research-based strategies to
assist students with literacy skills.
Under the supervision of the reading specialist, all students are tested in
the fall using a scientifically-based standardized reading assessment
(NWEA and Stanford 10). Students who are assessed at 1-2 years below
grade are categorized as needing “targeted” literacy instruction. These
students are scheduled with the reading specialist, who applies teaching
strategies to assist students with reading in particular content areas.
Students who are assessed at 3 or more years below grade may be assigned a written Personal Literacy Plan (PLP) for “intensive” literacy remediation and intervention. The reading specialist works closely with
classroom teachers and guidance counselors to identify those students
requiring a PLP. Students who receive a PLP are required to work with
the reading specialist weekly. The reading specialist is responsible for
implementation of the PLP to enable the student to reach grade level.
Strategies for remediation focus on scientifically-based literacy research.
During the intensive literacy instruction, students work individually and in
small groups with the reading specialist who also provides support and
monitors the progress of students in their regular classes. Students may
test out of the PLP once grade level is attained. A notification letter is
mailed to the homes of all students who receive a PLP.
ELL Program
The ELL (English Language Learners’) Program serves students who
speak a language other than English at home and score below proficient
on English language assessments when they enter the school. Through
the program, we are able to provide professional development to teachers, staff, and leaders, promote parental involvement, improve material
resources, and create targeted solutions for different ELL populations.
We have a rigorous learning environment that focuses on academic
achievement, English language development, and cross-cultural support.

www.times2.org
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Advisories
Advisories occur four times per week and provide support to students in
the areas of: attendance, punctuality, behavior, personalization, academics, character development, individualized learning plans, PBGRs, and
data analysis.
7th Grade Advisories:

Ms. Farrell
Ms. Miller
Mr. Williams

8th Grade Advisories:

Ms. Britto
Ms. Frazer
Ms. Morris

TIMES2 STEM Academy Mentorships
High school students connect with students of all age levels (K-8) to provide them with academic and social support.

Community Service Program
Students are given an opportunity to contribute to the greater community. Service work provides students with opportunities to reflect on how
their decisions have impacted the community, while also giving back to
others in a meaningful way.

Virtual Learning Program
The mission of the virtual learning program (APEX) is to expand academic knowledge and skills by providing students with the opportunity to take
additional courses at their own pace. The digital program provides online
acceleration and on level, recovery, and enrichment opportunities. Students using this program are able to complete assignments from any
computer with internet access, including school-based labs and computers outside of school, including at home and on personal electronics.
Students are only admitted into a virtual course when recommended by
Student Academic Services and with approval from the M/H Academic
Dean.

Teacher Tutoring
A faculty member in each subject area (English, Math, World Language,
etc.) will have weekly office hours available for students on a walk in or
referring basis. The tutoring provided matches students’ needs with
teacher areas of specialization to help students make progress in areas of
academic need. Please see Student Academic Services or refer to the
Main Office for more details. .

www.times2.org
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Robotics
Students are introduced to real-world engineering challenges by building
robots to complete tasks on a thematic playing surface. FLL teams, guided by their imaginations and adult coaches, discover exciting career possibilities and, through the process, learn to make positive contributions to
society.

Math League
The Math League is dedicated to bringing challenging mathematics materials to students. League specialties include math contests, books, and
computer software designed to stimulate
interest and confidence in mathematics
for students in middle school. Contest
questions are designed to cover a range
of mathematical knowledge for every
grade level (7-8).

Science Fair
The mission of TIMES2 STEM Academy
Science Fair is to help fan the natural
curiosity of all students. We have a passion to help students experience being
scientists by asking their own new questions and seeking their own answers through objective, scientific methods. Students reach these goals
through experimentation and research: sometimes applied to unique inventions and devices, sometimes applied to career explorations, always
applied to discovering something new.

College Crusades
Students who have been involved with the College Crusades since Grade
6 receive assistance with career exploration, essay writing, financial aid
forms, and college campus visits through an in-house College Crusade
mentor. Students meet once a week as a group after school with the Crusade Advisor to learn life skills and participate in a leadership project.

Basketball Team
All T2 students in grades 7-8 are eligible to play on the school basketball
team, provided they meet the eligibility requirements set forth by T 2. Students wishing to participate in basketball should see Mrs. Galloway for
further information.

Yearbook
The school yearbook (K-12) is produced using desktop publishing software with both student and professional photography. While the staff is
made up primarily of high school students, other students are encouraged
to help produce the volume.

www.times2.org
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
Each year, the activities and programs offered to TIMES2 STEM Academy students change. Please listen to afternoon announcements and visit
the bulletin board outside of the cafeteria for the latest information on
available activities and programs.

STUDENT ACADEMIC SERVICES
The purpose of Student Academic Services is to facilitate the growth and
development of all students by assisting them in making academic, career
and social/emotional choices, which will result in the attainment of life
goals and personal fulfillment. Students should see Student Academic
Services if they have any concerns at TIMES2 STEM Academy. Student
Academic Services is a storehouse of information regarding such matters
as college and career choices, scholarships and financial aid, employment opportunities, testing and its requirements (SAT, PSAT, NECAP,
etc.), course requirements, and other related matters.
Any grade discrepancies and/or explanations must be consulted with the
teacher before coming to Student Academic Services.

Student Meetings/Appointments
All students are encouraged to seek out Student Academic Services
whenever necessary. student Academic Services meets with students
during structured settings to discuss individualized academic planning.
When students need to request a meeting, they are encouraged to fill out
an appointment form. These forms are located in the Main Office. Student Academic Services will assist students in a timely manner. Student
are NOT allowed to miss class by remaining in Student Academic Services in search of an appointment.

Parent Meetings/Appointments
It is only when there is harmonious collaboration between home and
school that the educational process can develop and progress smoothly.
Patents are encouraged to meet with counselors and teachers as needed. All such meetings should be scheduled several days in advance so
that time can be set aside from the daily task of seeing students. Parents
may seek an appointment with Student Academic Services at any time.
Parents may request written progress reports, in addition to quarterly progress reports and report cards, twice per quarter.

Bulletin Boards
Frequently check the bulletin boards outside of the cafeteria, in the main
staircases, and outside of the classrooms for valuable information on college and career data, testing information, college visits, community programs, academic programs, drivers education schedules, etc. The bulletin boards are updated weekly.

www.times2.org
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TIMES2 STEM ACADEMY MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTORY
Administration

Email Address

Extension

Room
Elementary 3rd
Floor

Rudolph Moseley

Executive Director

rmoseley@times2.org

619

Celeste Terry-Lo

M/H Academic Dean

cterry-lo@times2.org

108

108

Andrew Overton

M/H Dean of Students

aoverton@times2.org

114

114

Judy Genao

Community Liaison

jgenao@times2.org

105

Main Office

Marianne Connor

Data & Assessment Specialist

mconnor@times2.org

115

115

Melissa Guariglia

Guidance

mguariglia@times2.org

104

104

Lauren Sampson

Social Worker

lauren.sampson@ppsd.org

110

110

Peter Smith

M/H Resource

psmith@times2.org

107

107

Jen Aguiar

K-12 Reading Specialist

jaguiar@times2.org

519

519

Amy Frazer

8th Grade ELA and Library Media

afrazer@times2.org

304

304

Leslie Miller

7th Grade ELA and Library Media

lmiller@times2.org

306

306

Kelly Britto

Algebra I and Technology

kbritto@times2.org

321

321

Rick Williams

Pre-Algebra and Discover Zone

rwilliams@times2.org

321

321

7th and 8th Grade Social Studies

vbrown@times2.org

319

319

Maureen Farrell

7th Grade Science and Research in

mfarrell@times2.org

302

302

Liz Morris

8th Grade Science and Engineering

lmorris@times2.org

300

300

Support Personnel

English Department

Math Department

Social Studies Department
Vernon Brown

Science Department

www.times2.org
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TIMES2 STEM ACADEMY RECEIPT OF HANDBOOK FORM
The TIMES2 STEM Academy Middle School Academic Handbook includes important and helpful information about academic operations, procedures, and policies that you and your family can keep as a quick reference throughout the year.
Please read and review the contents of the Handbook with your son/daughter at the middle school.
To ensure that you and your middle school student have received and reviewed the Handbook together, sign this form
and have your son/daughter return it to his/her Homeroom Teacher within (3) days of receiving it.
If you have questions about the Handbook, please contact the school and your matter will be directed to the appropriate
school staff.
TIMES2 STEM Academy Middle School Academic Handbook Verification
We, whose names and signatures appear below, acknowledge that we have read and discussed the School Handbook.
Print Information

__________________________________________, ____________________________Grade: 9

10

11

12

(Student Last Name)

(Student First Name)

Schedule: ______________________________

Advisor Name: _________________________________

(Circle One)

_______________________________________, ____________________________ Telephone:_________________
(Parent Last Name)

(Parent First Name)

Signatures

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________Date: _____/_____/________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________Date: _____/______/_______

KEEP THE HANDBOOK.
TEAR OFF & RETURN ONLY THIS PAGE. BRING TO YOUR HOMEROOM
TEACHER WITHIN 3 DAYS.
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